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Held annually in Michigan’s 
beautiful Les Cheneaux Islands.
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The Boat Show
The Les Cheneaux Islands Antique Wooden Boat Show, held each year in Hessel,

Michigan, has been a center of attraction since it began in 1978. The show boasts over
150 entries each year, and is easily the largest show fea  tur ing antique and classic
wood boats.

Some of the country’s
finest boats call beautiful
Les Cheneaux Islands
home. Most of these boats
are used daily during the
summer months as a pri-
mary mode of transporta-
tion to and from the cot-
tages dotting the area’s
sheltered islands.

Entries in the Les
Cheneaux Islands Antique
Wooden Boat Show arrive
each August from as far as
California and Florida and
include dinghies, rowboats,
canoes, large cruisers, steam and gas-powered launches, sailboats, utilities, and run-
abouts.

The Antique Wooden Boat Show is sponsored by the Les Cheneaux Historical
Association, in cooperation with Mertaugh Boat Works, Hessel Harbor Association and
the Hessel Marina. The Historical Association uses the proceeds from this event, along
with other contributions, to maintain and enhance the Historical Museum and the
Maritime Museum, which are located in nearby Cedarville.

Be sure to stop by the Historical and Maritime museums while attending the Antique
Wooden Boat Show and relive the rich history of our area.

Festival of Arts
Held in conjunction with the Antique Wooden Boat Show each year is the Festival of Arts.

Artists and craftspersons display and sell a variety of artwork, including photographs,
paintings, pottery, wood toys, dolls, textiles, glass, jewelry and many other items. Around
70 of the state’s finest artists will be showing and selling their work in this juried show.

Here We Are

The Les Cheneaux Islands are in
Michigan’s Eastern Upper Peninsula.
There are 36 sheltered islands surrounded
by crystal clear Lake Huron, just 35 miles
north and east of the “Mighty Mac”  bridge.

The mainland communities of Cedarville
and Hessel offer shopping, accommoda-
tions, and business services.

Les Cheneaux has a rich heritage in boat
building and repair. Our craftsmen contin-
ue to offer some of the finest restoration
and repair services available.

The boat show is held the second week-
end in August at the public marina in
Hessel. Features at the boat show include:
travel-lift adjacent to show and launch
ramps at the show site, nautical exhibits,
live entertainment during the day, boat
excursions of the Les Cheneaux Islands,
food and beverage concessions, and
demonstrations. Maximum exposure,
maximum appreciation. There is an
admission charge for spectators.

Hessel can be reached by air, boat or
highway. Our paved runway at the Albert
Lindberg Airport is 3,700 feet long. If trav-
eling via highway, take Exit 359 off I-75
and go east on M-134 just 16 miles.

For more information concerning the
boat show, please phone (906) 484-2821;
write to Les Cheneaux Islands Antique
Wooden Boat Show, P.O. Box 301,
Cedarville, Michigan, 49719; e-mail
lcha@cedarville.net or visit our website at
www.lchistorical.org.

Once again, there will be a sales area
known as Dockside Traders, featuring
antique boat products and related
materials.

Dockside Traders

John and Diana Grenier, local artists,
will be on hand to sign their poster 
commemorating the Les Cheneaux

Islands Antique Wooden Boat Show.
If you would like a 2009 poster sent to you

early, please contact the
Les Cheneaux Islands Antique 

Wooden Boat Show at (906) 484-2821
or lcha@cedarville.net

Mackinac Bridge

No dogs, alcohol, or smoking allowed
inside the gates

Schedule of Events
All events at or near Hessel Municipal Dock

~ except as noted ~

Friday evening – August 7

Cedarville Trojans Athletic Boosters 
Whitefish Sandwich Dinner 5 - 7 p.m.

- Mertaugh Boat Shed

Reception for those owners and guests 
registered in the show at the 
Hessel on the Lake Cottages 5 - 6:30 p.m.

Saturday – August 8
Pancake Breakfast 7 - 11 a.m.

Opening Ceremony 10 a.m.

Festival of Arts 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Arts & Crafts by local and visiting artisans.

Entertainment throughout the day.
Sault Swing Band

Channel cruises exploring the beautiful 
Les Cheneaux Islands. 12 or 2:30 p.m.

Arnold Transit Co. 

Awards Ceremony 4 p.m.

Watch the Woodies as they leave the docks
following the ceremony
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